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IIMPO BITAEMO I'OCTEHN Y HAILIOMY XPAMI
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS TO OUR COMMUNITY

PO3KJIAZ HEAI/IbHUX BOTOC/IY2KIHb

Ceama TaliHa Cnoegidb woHedini 8id 9:30 - 10:00

NIOTUN

5 - Hegina Mutapsa i ®apwucea. Jlitypria 10:00. Nitypria y Tpbox
MOBaXx.

12 - Hepina baygHoro CuHa i Tpbox Cs. Jlitypria 10:00.

15 - Cepepa. CrpiTeHHa Focnoga Haworo Icycy XpucTa. fliTypria
10:00

18 - M'aconycHa 3agywHa cyboTa. Jlitypria 10:00

19 - Hegjna m'aconycHa, npo CTpawHuit cya. Jlitypria 10:00
26 - Hepina cuponycHa. Nlitypria 9:30. Micna Nityprii BedvipHa 3
YMHOM MPOLLLEHHSA.

27 - MNMoHeajnokK - YutaHHa KaHoHy AHapia KpuTtcbkoro 19:00

28 - BiBTOpOK - YuTaHHAa KaHoHy AHapia Kputcbkoro 19:00

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Confession 9:30 — 10:00 am

FEBRUARY

5 - Sunday of the Publican & Pharisee. Liturgy at 10:00 am.
Trilingual Divine Liturgy.

12 - Sunday of the Prodigal Son & Three Holy Hierarchs. Liturgy
at 10:00 am.

15 - Wednesday. The Meeting of the Lord. Liturgy at 10:00 am.

18 - Meatfare Soul Saturday. Liturgy at 10:00 am.

19 - Meatfare Sunday, commemoration of the Awesome
Judgement. Liturgy at 10:00 am.

26 - Cheesefare Sunday. Liturgy at 9:30 am. Forgiveness
Vespers following the Liturgy.

27 - Monday, Reading of The Great Canon of St. Andrew of
Crete - 7:00 pm.

28 - Tuesday, Reading of The Great Canon of St. Andrew of
Crete - 7:00 pm.

MNoTpebytoTb Hawmx moauToB: Teogocia basep, Bipa byyak-CureH, /lioamuna Kouepra, €sreHis MigsucoubKa, KOonis Mywkap,
OkcaHa PycuH, 3eHosia Cadynko, CtedaHia LLesuyk, JaHuno i AHTOHiHa CteunwnH, Oneca Bonouyk, Mapyca 3umoseup, HOpin
MaHuyK, KceHa Camontok, ManmHa BakyniH, Mapia [suranno MutuHceKa, IxkeHedep KywHip, OkcaHa 'yHKo, Opuca Asammipeup,

Coois OnAHcbKa.

Prayers for health: Theodosia Bawer, Vera Buchak-Séguin, Ludmila Kocherha, Jennie Pidwysocky, Julie Puszkar, Oksana Rusyn,
Zenovia Safulko, Stella Shewchuk, Dan & Antonina Stechysin, Lesia Voloshchuk, Marusia Zymowec, George Panciuk, Xenia Samoluk,
Halyna Wakulin, Mary Dwyhajlo Zytynsky, Jennifer Kushnir, Oksana Hunko, Angelo Picciano, Irene Avdimiretz, Sophie Oliansky.




MAPA®IAJBHI IO/II TA OTOJIOIIEHHA

HEAINNbHA NMOXEPTBA: LLepKOBHa paja NoBigomnse napadiaH, WO B HALWIM LepKBi € ABa BUAM 36ipoK Ans NiATPMMKM HALWOro
xpamy. KOLUUK | CKPUHBKA.

3BepHiTb BaLy yBary, WO NpW BXOAi A0 Xpamy CTOITb CKPMHBKA, KYAM MOXHa HagaBaTu noxepTsy. Ha cToni 3HaxoaATbCA KOHBEPTH.
Hanuwitb cBoe im'a, npissuLle, agpecy | Homep TenedoHy i BKUHbTE BCepeanHy.

IHWKI cnocib 36MpaHHA NOXKEPTB - KOWMUK, AK Le 6yno paHiwe, To6To cTapwi 6patm nepeaatoTb KOWMK BCIM NPUCYTHIM, i TaK BiH
nepexoamTb OAMH 10 OAHOrO, WO oY 3MOTMM TyAM NOKAACTM CBOKO NOXKepTBY. TaKOXK MOXKHa BUKOPUCTOBYBATU KOHBEPTU, AKi
3HaX04ATbLCA Ha CTOAI NPU BXOAi A0 LEPKBU.

Yomy LLepKOBHA paga NPOCUTb BKa3yBaTU agpecy, Npi3BuLle, im'a i Homep TenedoHy? A Le Ans TOro, WO B KiHLi pOKy BU MoXKeTe L
rpoLLi BKa3yBaTW AK MOXEPTBY i B LLbOMY BUMAAKY ypas KBebeKy BUAY4UTb NeBHUI BiACOTOK i3 BalIOro noAatky.

Bu maeTe B1bip: ab0 KMHYTU B KOLLKK, aBO B CKPUHBKY NPK BXOAi 4O Xpamy.

Halw xpam icHye BUKIOYHO HA NOXKepPTBaX BiPHMX, (HeainbHa Taua) YneHCbKi BHECKM, 0bigun, Npoaark BapeHWKiB, BeNIMKOAHIN 6asap
Towo. LlepkoBHa pada WwWMpo AAKYE 3a Bawwy NiATPMMKY ana boxkoro xpamy.

MNAPKYBAHHA: MapKkoBka obmerkeHa Yepes Te, Wo Bellechasse 3apas € 04HOCTOPOHHBOO BY/MLLEIO (3aXiZ), @ NapKyBaHHA [03BONEHO
nvwe 3 ogHoro 6oky. Alfred Dallaire Memoria f03B0NSIE HAM KOPUCTYBATUCA IX MAPKOBKOIO /IMLLE B HEAINIO BPAHL.

XPELWEHHA: 4-ro ntotoro, 2023 — Olena Duma, go4yka Volodymyr Duma i Olga Kulpa.

BIABIANHU 3 NOPOAHCBKOLIO BOJOIO (EOrOABJIEHHS, 19 CI4HA 2023 p): Xou naHAemin B AeAKil mipi nilwna Ha cnag, BOHa e
LiNIKOM He 3HUKNA. TOMY IK MMHYIOTO TaK i LibOTO POKY, BiABIAMHM 10MiBOK 3 MopaaHCbKolo BOAOID, AK XTOCh Baxae, byae 3a
0CcobUCTUM JOMOBNEHHAM. [poLly 3BEPHYTUCA 40 MEHe, LWO06 AOMOBUTUCA NPO AEHb i rOAMHY 3py4HUI ana Bac (514-947-2235).

PI4YHI 3ATA/IbHI 360PU NAPA®IT 8inbyayThca y Heainto, 5 6epesHa 2023 poky, nicna boxectserHoi JliTyprii. BignosigHo fo cratyTy
Halwoi napadii, Ti, XTO He 3aNNaT1B CBOIO LLLOPIYHY YNEHCbKY BKNAAKY 33 2022 piK, MOXYTb 6yTW NPUCYTHIMM Ha 360pax, ogHaK BOHU He
MOYTb FON0CYBaTH.

TATHCTBO CMOBIAI | TPUYACTA: aKLo BM BakaeTe B Heinto npuctynuti go Cs. Cnosigi i Ce. MpuyacTa, naaHyiTe NPUXOAUTU Ha
niBrogMHu paHiwe, wo o. Bonogumunp mir BuacHo nounHatm Jlityprito. Npouly Bi3sbMiTb Lie Nif yBary, Ta AAKYHO 3@ Bally CNiBApauto i
po3ymiHHA. CnoBigb 9:30 paHKy, JliTypria 10:00.

BIABIAUHU XBOPUX: npuraayto, WO AKLWO XTOCb i3 HalMx NapadiaH noTpanue 40 NiKapHi, 3BepTaroca 40 POAMHN NOBIAOMUTU
0. Bonogmmmpa. TaKkork nosigomTe HacToATens Koam ocoba byna BUNMcaHa 3 NikapHi Y1 40 cTapeyoro 6yamHKY.

HEAINbHA LUKO/IA NPU NAPA®II: HasuaHHa penirii 3 10:00 - 10:45 B LLepKOBHiIi 3ani. 3anpolyemo. 3a 404aTKOBO
iHpopmauiieto 3BepTaliTeca f0 0. Bonogumnpa 514-947-2235.

LLEPKOBHWI XOP: Penetuuji xopy no Heainax o 9:00 Ta 13:00. 3a iHdbopmaLiiamu 3sepTaiiTeca Ao ManmHu Basepuak
(514) 620-9494. 3anpoLuyeMo HOBUX XOpUCTiB!

3YCTPIM 3A KABOLO: LLoHeaini nicna JliTyprii B LLepKOBHil 3ani 3anpoLuyemo BCix Barkatoumx Ha Kasy, Yali i coNoaKe Ta [0 POAUHHOIO
CNiNKyBaHHA.

KAHAN YOUTUBE: Saint Sophie Montreal: TpaHcasLia HawmWx HeAinbHUX Bignpas BigOyBaETbCA B OHNAMH PeXUMI. 3anpoLLyemo
nianucysaTmuca.

3ATAJIbHA IHOOPMALIA

Komitet gonomoru YKpaiHi 3anpoLuye Ha b6aaroginHunii Bedip - KoHUepT 3 Haroam [Ha CB. BaneHTvHa. “Hawa no6oB. i cepus —
YKpaiHi” akuit Binbyaetbca B 3ani Cobopy CeaToi Cooii, B cyboTty, 18 ntotoro, 2023 poky, o 19:00.

B KOHLePTHi Nnporpami Bi3abMyTb ydacTb: XpucTuHa i AmuTtpo AHApoHaTil; AHApin Ceipca; OkcaHa CeHbKiB | 0. Bonogumup
KywHip. Beayya KoHuepTty OkcaHa LLak.

KeuTkuM -$25 (3a nonepeaHim 3anmMcom). Bac npurocTaTb KaBoko Ta conoaolammn. bpoHoBaHHA Micupb 3a TenedpoHom: 514 813-0513



(Hina). VYci 3ibpaHi KowTK byae HanpaB/ieHO Ha ryMaHITapHi LWini B YKpaiHy.
AONOMOMXIMO CMINbHUMMW 3YCUNNAMM YKPAIHI B LLEEM HENETKMUIM YAC.

KOHTAKTHA IH®OPMALIA: AKLLO BM NOMIHAAM abO MaAETE HAMipP 3MIHUTU CBOIO AOMALLHIO YU €IEKTPOHHY agpecy, 3BepHiTbCA A0
Ntobun MNyKac (Ipukas@bell.net), wob B LLepKOBHOMY peecTpi byna Bala BipHa agpeca

MNEPEKA3ATU MNOXEPTBY AN LEPKBU ABO 3ANJIATUTU CBOKO YNIEHCbKY BKNAAKY: HATUCHITb: www.canadahelps.org abo
MOXKHa Bucnatn yepes “Interac e-Transfer” Ha agpecy stsophiemtl@gmail.com. [AKyemo 3a Bawli WMpi NOKEePTBM.

Besvka BeuipHs

BenvKa BeuipHa € gna 6aratbox yatobaeHum borocnykiHHAM. BOHO mae BeiMKe 60roc/10BCbKe 3HAYEHHS, AK nepLue borocnyKiHHA
Ha NOYaTKy NiTyprinHoro.

BeuipHs - NOKAMKaHa HaragatT Ham NPO CTapO3aBiTHMIA Nepios, CTBOPEHHA CBIiTY, rPiXONaAiHHA NepLoi NHAMHM, il BUTHaHHA 3 Pato,
il MOKanAHHA i MOANTBY NPO CMACiHHA, Ha4jl NtoACTBa BiANOBIAHO A0 06iuaHKK Bora npo npuxig CnacuTens i Ha 3aBepLUeHHS -
BUKOHAHHAM L€l 06iLAHKN.

BeuipHe BorocnyKiHHA NOYMHAETbCA 3 BigKpUTUMMK Llapcbknmm aseprma. Xop cnisae 103-i4 ncanom, Lo ONUCYE CTBOPEHHA CBITY i
npocnasnfae Mmyapictb boxky. Mig vyac cnisy CBALEHUK BUXOAMTDb 3i CBATUANULLA | 3aBEPLUYE KaZiHHA BCIEl LEPKBM Ta BIPHUX Y Hil.
KagiHHA 03Hauyae noyaTok cTBopeHHA cBiTy.KagunbHuin aum — He matoum popmu, Haragye Ham [lyxa boxkoro, Ak BUTaB Hag,
nepBiCHOKO MaTepiasibHOI 3eMel0, BAMXAKOUN B HET XKMUTTETBOPYY CUTY, Yepe3cnoso bora, Wo Lie He No4asno COTBOPEHHA CBITY.
Cnouatky 6yno Cnoso, i Cnoso 6yno B bora, i Cnoso 6yno bor (IsaHa 1:1).

Lle cakpanbHe AiMCTBO KafiHHA Haraf4ye He SivLe NPo CTBOPEHHA CBiTY, @ M Npo BnaxKeHHe XUTTa B Pato nepLunx ntogen, Koam cam
[ocnoab bor xoams mix HUMMU.

BigkpuTi LLapcbKi BpaTa 03Ha4atoTb, WO B TOM Yac BOpOTa pato 6yau BigKpUTi 4na BCix nogen.

Ha cumBon Toro, sk togmHa byna obmaHyTa AMABOAOM i NepecTynuaa NpoTy Boni borkoi Ta Bnana B rpix, - LlapcbKi gsepi 3akpwTi.
Yepes ixHe rpixonagiHHA ntoacteo 6yno nosbasneHe 6aaxkeHHOro KMTTa B Pato. BoHu 6yam BurHaHi 3 Pato, i BopoTa 6yam 3aKkpuTi
AN HUX. JINAKOH BUXOAMTb 3i CBATUAMLLA i CTA€E Nepes, 3akpuTMmMn LlapcbKnumn Bpatamu, siK Le 3pobms Agam nepes 3aneyaTaHum
BXOZOM [0 pato, i BUroNoLwye BennKky eKTeHIt0, Npocayumn mupy 3ropw, Wwob bor 3icnas Ha Hac «3 BUCOTU» MUpP Boxkui, wob BiH cnac
Oyuwi Hawi.

Mig Yyac cniBy UMxX BipLiB ANAKOH L pa3 KaauTb LLEePKBY. YBECH el nepiog 60rocnykiHHA, 3 MOMEHTY BifKpuTTa LlapcbKkux Bpar,
yepes NpoxaHHA Bennkoi EKTeHiIi Ta cniB Ncanmis, NpeaCcTaBAAE XKANOTiAHWI CTAH NOACTBA, AKOMY BOHO NiaAanoca yepes
rpixonagiHHA HaWnX NPaoTLiB.

3 rpixonafiHHAM y Halle XUTTA NtoacTBO 6y10 No3baBeHe BCixX IAcK, @ HATOMICTb NPUIALAN Binb | CTPaXKAAHHA, AKI MU
nepexmsaemo. Mu B3nBaemo go bora: «focnogm, nommayi» i NPOCMMO MUPY i CNACiHHA ANA HALIMX AyL.

Mwu BiguyBaEMO PO3KAAHHA B TOMY, LLO NPUCAYXannca Ao 6e360KHoi nopasm AMABoAa 11 y bora NpocMMOo NPOLLEHHS HaLIKMX rPixXiB i
nosbasneHHs Big 6ig, i Bca Hagia Ha Moro munocepaa. KagiHHa B Lel Yac o3Hauae epTan CTaporo 3aBiTy, a TaKOX BAaCHi MOUTBU
noaen, AKi npuHocaTbea borosi.

Crapo3aBsiTHi Bipwi umx ncanmie «focnoau, knmdy go Tebe, BUCNyXalh MeHe» YepryroTbCs 3 HOBO3aBITHUMM FIMHAMM, CKNALEHMMU Ha
YyecTb CBATOro abo cBATKOBOro AHA. OcTaHHiIl Bipw Ha3nBa€eTbcs boropogmuHmm, abo JormaTMKOM, OCKi/IbKM BiH CMiBAa€TbCA HA YECTb
boropoauLi Ta B HbOMYy BMKAaAAETbCA AOrMaT nNpo BTineHHA CuHa boxoro Big Aisn Mapii.

MNipg vac cnisy boropoaunu; BigkpusatoTbeaA LlapcbKi BpaTa i 34iMcHI0ETbCA BXia BedipHin. Y uewn yac xop cnisae rimH CuHy Boxkomy,
locnoay Hawomy lcycy Xpucty: «CBiTno Tuxe». Y rimHi CuH boXKuit HazBaHwi JlarigHum CeiTaom, Wwo noxoamts Big OTus HebecHoro,
TOMY L0 BiH NpMIALLIOB Ha L0 3eMAt0 He B MOBHOTI 60XKECTBEHHOI CN1aBK, A B HiIXKHOMY CAMBI LLIET cNaBu. Y LbOMY FiMHi TaKOX
CKa3aHo, LLO TiNbKM 61arorosiiHMMM ronocamu, a He rpillHUMM ycTamu, Moro MosKHa rigHo nigHecTu Ta 34ilicHNTU HeobxiaHe
NPOCNaB/EHHs, LLLO Haraaye BipyroUMM Npo Te, K CTapo3aBiTHI NpaBegHWUKM, 3rigHO 3 06iTHULE BOXKOLO, BUABNEHOIO B NPOTOTMMAX i
npopouTeax, ovikyanu npuxogy Cnacutens, i ak BiH 3’ABMBCA Ha CBIT 41a cNaciHHA poay 0ACbKOro.

KagmnbHuua npu BXxoAi 03HaYaE, WO Hali MOAUTBYK, 32 3acTynHUUTBOM [ocnoaa CnacuTens, npuHocATbea borosi, AK Kaguno. Lle
TAKOX 03HA4ae NpUCyTHiCcTb CBATOoro [lyxa B LLepKsi. bnarocnoBeHHA 3HamMeHHAM XpecTa NoKasye, Wwo Yepes XpecT FocnoaHii 3HoBy
BiAKpuBatloTbCA Agepi Ao Pato.



PiuyHMi1 41eHCbKUM BHeCOK A1 napadisaH Co6opy CBaToi Codii

PiuHMIM uneHcbKMit BHeCOK ana napaodiaH Ceatoi Codii, ctaHoBUTb 3a 2022 pik $180 (oaunHoKi) $300 (poauHa).

Ha Co6opi Hawoi Llepkeu, sikuii Bigdyscs y uepsHi 2022 poky, 6ya0 NPUAHATO PE30A0L,iH0 CTOCOBHO NiABULLLEHHA

yneHcbKoi BKAaaKku. KowTtun ByayTe cnpsamoBaHi 418 po3BUTKY Nporpam, aki Hagae KoHCUCTopiA HaLW oI LLepKBMy.

Lli HoBi nporpamu byayTb 30cepesKeHi Ha NigBULLEHHS PO3BMTKY 3HAHb MO0 Ta Y/ieHiB B uisiomy. Lii HoBi nocayru ¢iHaHcyoTbCA 3
YacTUHKU oHAay KoHcucTopii. Po3nopgin 3a UneHamu BUrNAZAE TAKUM YUHOM:

e basosa 36ipKa 4N1a KOHCUCTOPIT - CTaHOBUTL $120

e J1na Konerii CBaTtoro AHapisa - ctTaHoBUTb $10

e  MiciitHa npaus Ta ocBita + 36ip Ha PO3BMTOK Mporpamu 418 Mono4i (MonoAiXKHe CNyKiHHA) - cTaHoBUTL $19
e  KomyHikaujia — $9

e 3aranbHa cyma uneHcTBa ana YL = $158 Ha 2023 (5163 3a uneHa Ha 2024, $168 3a uneHa Ha 2025)

3'i34, CxigHoi Enapxii, Akni Bigdysca B aMcTonaai 2022 poKy, NporoaocyBas 3a Te, Wo6 YneHcbKa BKAaAKa 3anmMwmnaca
He3MiHHOIo - $20 Ha uneHa

3ATAJIbHA CYMA AN YN CTAHOBUTb $158 + $20 = $178 3a uneHa.

BpaxoBytoun 3HauHe 36inblieHHs BUTpaT gna YL, Hawa uepKoBHA pasa peKoMeHAYeE 36i1bWUTU PIYHUI YNEHCbKUI
BHECOK, CyMa fiKkoro byae yxsaneHa Ha piyHMX 3araiibHuX 36opax y Heainto, 5 6epesHa 2023 poky.

Annual Membership at St. Sophie’s Cathedral
St. Sophie’s 2022 annual membership fees were $180 singles or $300 for a family.

At the Sobor in June 2022, motions were passed to significantly increase the level of services and programs provided by the
Consistory. These new programs focus on growth —in knowledge, youth and membership as a whole. These new services are
funded through increments to the base Consistory levy. The breakdown per member is as follows:

e  Base Consistory levy is $120

e  St. Andrew’s College levy is $10

e  Missions and education + youth ministry levy is $19

e Communications officer level is $9

e Total UOCC membership level = $158 for 2023 (5163/member for 2024 and $168/member for 2025)

The Eastern Eparchy Assembly held in November 2022 voted to keep the EE levy the same at $20 per member.
TOTAL DUES FOR UOCC AND EASTERN EPARCHY ARE $158 + $20 = $178/MEMBER.

In light of the significant increase of the UOCC levies, our parish is recommending that we increase the annual membership fee,
amount to be voted on at the Annual General Meeting on Sunday, March 5, 2023.

PARISH EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY DONATIONS: The parish council wishes to inform our parishioners that our church has two types of collections to support
our church: THE BASKET AND BOX.

As you have seen, after entering the church, there is a designated box for donations. Before you drop off your donation, we ask that
you please include on the envelope your name, surname and address, and preferably a phone number, so that the church can
issue you a tax receipt at the end of the year.



Another method of collecting donations is the basket, as it was before. The church elders pass the basket to everyone present and it
is passed from one parishioner to another to put their cash donation. You can also use the envelopes that are on the table at the
entrance to the church.

You have a choice, place your donation in the basket or in the box at the entrance.

Our church exists solely on the donations of the faithful; Sunday collection, membership fees, lunches, sale of varenyky, Easter
bazaar, and so on. Your financial support is much appreciated.

PARKING: Parking is limited due to the fact that rue Bellechasse is now a one-way street (west) and parking is only allowed on one
side. Alfred Dallaire Memoria is allowing us to use their parking lot Sunday mornings.

BAPTISM: February 4, 2023 — Olena Duma, daughter of Volodymyr Duma and Olga Kulpa.
JORDAN HOME BLESSINGS (THEOPHANY, JANUARY 19, 2023): Although the pandemic has subsided to some extent, it has not yet
completely disappeared. Therefore as organized last year, so this year, the blessing of homes with Holy Water will be by request

only. Please contact Fr. Volodymyr to arrange a day and time convenient for you. (514 947 2235)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the parish will be held on Sunday, March 5, 2023 following the Divine Liturgy. According to the
Church By-Laws, those who have not paid their Annual Membership dues for 2022 may attend the meeting, however may not vote.

MYSTERY OF CONFESSION & HOLY COMMUNION: If you are planning to go to confession and partake in Holy Communion, please
do so before the Sunday morning Divine Liturgy, so that Fr. Volodymyr can commence on time. Confession at 9:30 - Liturgy at 10:00.

VISITING THE SICK: Please inform Fr Volodymyr when a parishioner is admitted or discharged from a hospital or nursing home.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Religious education will be held in the church hall from 10:00 — 10:45 pm. For more information please contact
Fr. Volodymyr at 514-947-2235.

CHURCH CHOIR: Rehearsals are on Sundays at 9:00 am and at 1:00 pm. For more information, please contact Helena Waverchuck at
(514) 620-9494. New members are always welcome!

FELLOWSHIP HOUR: Every Sunday, after Divine Liturgy, join us for coffee and refreshments. This is an opportunity for our
parishioners to meet and welcome guests to our family parish.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: Saint Sophie Montreal. We are streaming our services from YouTube. Please subscribe!

GENERAL INFORMATION

CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATE: Please contact Luba Pukas at Ipukas@bell.net if your status, address, telephone numbers or e-
mail address have changed.

ONLINE DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS can be made by visiting www.canadahelps.org or via Interac e-Transfer to
stsophiemtl@gmail.com. Thank you for your generosity.

GREAT VESPERS

Glory to Jesus Christ!

This article will give an explanation about the meaning of the Vespers.
Great Vespers is, for many, their favorite regular service in Orthodox worship.

Theological meaning of Vespers

The Vespers service (the first service of the liturgical day) is meant to remind us of the Old Testament period, the creation of the
world, the first human beings fall into sin, of their expulsion from Paradise, their repentance and prayer for salvation, the hope of
mankind in accordance with the promise of God for a Saviour and ending with the fulfillment of that promise.



The service begins with the opening of the Royal Doors and the silent censing of the Altar Table and the entire sanctuary so that
clouds of incense fill the depths of the sanctuary. The silent censing represents the beginning of the creation of the world. Without
form and void, and the Spirit of God hovered over the original material earth, breathing upon it a life-creating power, but the
creating word of God had not yet begun to resound.

The 103rd Psalm describes the creation of the world and glorifies the wisdom of God. As it is chanted, the priest goes forth from the
sanctuary and completes the censing of the entire church and the faithful therein. This sacred action not only remembers the
creation of the world, but of the blessed life in Paradise of the first human beings, when the Lord God Himself walked among them.
The open Royal Gates signify that at that time the gates of Paradise were open for all people.

To symbolize how man was deceived by the devil and transgressed against the will of God and fell into sin, the Royal Doors are
closed. Because of their fall, mankind was deprived of blessed life in Paradise. They were driven out of Paradise and the gates were
closed to them. The deacon comes out from the sanctuary and stands before the closed Royal Gates, as Adam did before the sealed
entrance into Paradise, and intones the Great Litany asking for peace from above, and to send down upon us "from on high" the
peace of Heaven and that He save our souls.

During the chanting of these verses the deacon censes the church once more. This entire period of the divine service, beginning with
the opening of the Royal Gates, through the petitions of the Great Ectenia and the chanting of the psalms, represents the miserable
state of mankind to which it was subjected by the fall of our forefathers into sin. With the fall all the deprivations, pains and
sufferings we experience came into our lives. We cry out to God, "Lord, have mercy" and request peace and salvation for our souls.
We feel contrition that we heeded the ungodly counsel of the Devil. God is asked for the forgiveness of our sins and deliverance
from troubles, and all hope in his mercy is placed in God. The censing at this time signifies the sacrifices of the Old Testament and
the people's own prayers as well, which are offer to God.

The Old Testament verses of these psalms of “Lord, | have cried" are alternated with New testament hymns composed in honor of
the saint or feast of the day. The last verse is called the Theotokion, or Dogmatikon, since it is sung in honor of the Mother of God,
and in it is set forth the dogma on the incarnation of the Son of God from the Virgin Mary.

During the chanting of the Theotokion the Royal Gates are opened, and the Vespers Entry is made. At this time the choir chants a
hymn to the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ: "O Gladsome Light". In the hymn, the Son of God is called the Gentle Light that comes
from the Heavenly Father, because He came to this earth not in the fullness of divine glory but in the gentle radiance of this glory.
This hymn also says that only with reverent voices, and not with sinful mouths, can He be worthily exalted and the necessary
glorification be accomplished. The entry reminds the faithful how the Old Testament righteous, in harmony with the promise of God
that was manifest in prototypes and prophecies, expected the coming of the Saviour, and how He appeared in the world for the
salvation of the human race. The censer at the entry signifies that our prayers, by the intercession of our Lord the Saviour, are
offered to God like incense. It also signifies the presence of the Holy Spirit in the church. The blessing with the sign of the Cross
shows that by means of the Cross of the Lord the doors into Paradise are opened again.

Christ is praised as the Light which illumines man's darkness, the Light of the world and of the Kingdom of God which shall have no
evening.

At this time, the prokeimenon is chanted, and on the more important feasts there are readings selections from the Scripturesin
which there is a prophecy or a prototype which relates to the event being celebrated, or in which edifying teachings are set forth,
which relate to the saint commemorated that day.

Vespers ends with the reading of the prayer of St. Simeon the God-Receiver, "Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace" This
prayer is followed by the reading of the Trisagion and the Lord's Prayer, and the singing of the salutation of the Theotokos, "O
Theotokos and Virgin, Rejoicel...," or the troparion of the feast, and finally the thrice-chanted prayer of the Psalmist: "Blessed be the
name of the Lord from henceforth and for evermore.” The 33rd Psalm is then chanted until the verse, "But they that seek the Lord
shall not be deprived of any good thing." Then follows the priestly blessing, "The blessing of the Lord be upon you, through His grace
and love for mankind, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages."

The service leads to the meditation of God's word and the glorification of his love for men. It instructs and allows us to praise God
for the particular events or persons whose memory is celebrated and made present to us in the Church. It prepares us for the sleep
of the night and the dawn of the new day to come. On the eves of the Divine Liturgy, it begins the movement into the most perfect
communion with God in the sacramental mysteries.

Source: OrthodoxWiki




